December 8, 2022

Judge Hopkins has the strong, bipar-
tisan support of his home State Sen-
ators, Mr. BROWN and Mr. PORTMAN.
Additionally, he received a unanimous
rating of ‘“‘well qualified” from the
ABA. I support this highly qualified
nominee, and I urge my colleagues to
do so as well.

VOTE ON HOPKINS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Hopkins nomination?

Ms. SMITH. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH)
and the Senator from Colorado (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CRUZz) and the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

The result was announced—yeas 64,
nays 32, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 384 Ex.]

YEAS—64
Baldwin Hirono Rounds
Bennet Kaine Sanders
Blumenthal Kelly Sasse
Blunt Kennedy Schatz
Booker King Schumer
Brown Klobuchar Shaheen
Burr Leahy Sinema
Cantwell Lujan ;
Cardin Manchin ggltf:n ow
Carper Markey
Casey Menendez T§st:,er
Collins Merkley Tillis
Coons Murkowski Toomey
Cornyn Murphy Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Murray Warner
Durbin Ossoff Warnock
Feinstein Padilla Warren
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Graham Portman Wicker
Grassley Reed Wyden
Hassan Romney Young
Heinrich Rosen

NAYS—32
Barrasso Fischer McConnell
Blackburn Hagerty Paul
Boozman Hawley Risch
Braun Hoeven Rubio
Capito Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Cassidy Inhofe Scott (SC)
Cotton Johnson Shelby
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Daines Lummis Tuberville
Ernst Marshall

NOT VOTING—4

Cruz Hickenlooper
Duckworth Moran

The nomination was confirmed.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 1183,
Tamika R. Montgomery-Reeves, of Dela-
ware, to be United States Circuit Judge for
the Third Circuit.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Alex Padilla, Tina Smith, Michael F.
Bennet, Christopher A. Coons, Mar-
garet Wood Hassan, Tim Kaine, Ben
Ray Lujan, Tammy Duckworth, Jack
Reed, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Angus S.
King, Jr., Patty Murray, Catherine
Cortez Masto, Robert P. Casey, Jr.,
Martin Heinrich.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Tamika R. Montgomery-Reeves, of
Delaware, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Third Circuit, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH)
and the Senator from Colorado (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ) and the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 57,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the U.S.
Senate’s actions.

———
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the

Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

nays 39, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 385 Ex.]

YEAS—57
Baldwin Graham Peters
Bennet Hassan Portman
Blumenthal Heinrich Reed
Blunt Hirono Rosen
Booker Kaine Rounds
Brown Kelly Sanders
Burr King Schatz
Cantwell Klobuchar Schumer
Cardin Leahy Shaheen
Carper Lujan Sinema
Casey Manchin Smith
Collins Markey Stabenow
Coons Menendez Tester
Cornyn Merkley Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Murkowski Warner
Cramer Murphy Warnock
Durbin Murray Warren
Feinstein Ossoff Whitehouse
Gillibrand Padilla Wyden

NAYS—39
Barrasso Hawley Romney
Blackburn Hoeven Rubio
Boozman Hyde-Smith Sasse
Braun Inhofe Scott (FL)
Capito Johnson Scott (SC)
Cassidy Kennedy Shelby
Cotton Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Daines Lummis Tillis
Ernst Marshall Toomey
Fischer McConnell Tuberville
Grassley Paul Wicker
Hagerty Risch Young

NOT VOTING—4

Cruz Hickenlooper
Duckworth Moran

(Mr. HEINRICH assumed the Chair.)

The

PRESIDING OFFICER
BOOKER). On this vote, the yeas are 57,

the nays are 39.

(Mr.

S7047

The motion is agreed to.
———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Tamika R.
Montgomery-Reeves, of Delaware, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the
Third Circuit.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 2527

Mr. HAGERTY. Mr. President, in the
last week, new details have come to
light regarding Twitter’s top execu-
tives’ past collusion with political fig-
ures to censor speech that they did not
want the American people to see. This
problem is not limited to Twitter, but
this news underscores the problem and
the need for congressional action to
protect the rights of the American peo-
ple. Americans deserve to know when
their government and Big Tech plat-
forms are trying to manipulate what
they can say or what they can read.

Recently published emails among
Twitter executives reveal the extent to
which the company worked to prevent
Americans from seeing a New York
Post story, and this was just weeks be-
fore the election. The extent of the
suppression was breathtaking. Indeed,
the Twitter executives locked the
Twitter account of the White House
Press Secretary who simply mentioned
a story that was published in an estab-
lished American newspaper with one of
the largest circulations in the country.
Facebook admits that it likewise lim-
ited the spread of this story based on a
general warning from the FBI about
‘“‘propaganda.”’

Evidence has also emerged that in
2020, Biden and Democrat campaign of-
ficials were going so far as to send lists
of tweets for their corporate allies to
remove—requests that Twitter grant-
ed.

This censorship activity has carried
over into the Biden administration. In
2021, then-Press Secretary Jen Psaki
stated that the government is ‘‘in reg-
ular touch with social media plat-
forms’’ and ‘‘flagging problematic posts
for Facebook that spread [what she
called] ‘disinformation’.”

For example, a Facebook official
emailed Surgeon General Vivek
Murthy stating:

I know our teams met today to better un-
derstand the scope of what the White House
expects from us on ‘‘misinformation” going
forward.

A Facebook employee later told the
HHS Department that a number of
posts had been deleted.

In addition to regularly flagging
posts for Twitter and Facebook to take
down, the CDC proposed setting up a
monthly ‘“‘misinformation meeting”’
with Facebook in order to censor
American speech.

Additional Freedom of Information
Act requests and lawsuits have also re-
vealed improper coordination between
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